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THE SADDEST THING

Tber asked me once when Mlto was young
its tale untold its son unsung
And Hope rtffl near I laughed

know my cheeks most l we their red
And evrr shliBiaerinff golden thread
In this fair coronal its glory sited
Be coOed and folded cowy
A sign of Borrow loss and blight

This tm the saddest thingr-

Sbey asked me agate when partings
And Death triumphant breathed the mu-
Of one held dear I wept and ssM-
To ntt alone here with dead
AmA Ust SB vate their footsteps Thte-
V WRIt thdr eommg and Xtorcrer mtee-

dees anrstr e art tal whan

ad And ifi you ask
iffcnt to It mwt What Dew hard task

MayMFiir Thus tonight
with a dearer sight
eat thmg to stt sJon
all tffariess Aft ovtgrawa-

to the fladnaat thtegiI-

By CHAUNCY C
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K went weaving little or nothing
m I marked onr followers growth

am Little by littieonteame the
T canvas mad ac I picked point
there dawned on me the almost

tfcje Sprite the last vessel of his ma j-

smtak 1 caned to meet

of the Sprites absence on patrol
the whole morning had held

in my mmd the dread of meeting her only
g sale from that particuLar craft since

Fiehsbljr she had been sneaking an-
my sail along the Long Island coast
had only fairly sighted vs after the

kg m had thrown a broad light on
TIleD with a keen nose for
than a threedecker she had

fSbi on her riot hew the sooner to come by

s sea without being under convoy
not unfold my suspicions but the

saved the necessity
after a long and searching

Vbpt Tborodyke that vessel looks like
ne that took me from Philadelphia to
York I hardly know why I think

I fear me tis the same
Ay I answered hoarsely I have that

mar ami God help as if they overhaul us as-

ttlmT like to do barring a miracle Have

face had taken on a

Xay friend he returned suddenly

eyes front the vessel
nay friend I have tint a light

edge of sea possibilities To run as
Mmt he running meant to be beaten in the
mwe Thee has a head for tricks Are thee
hit If so there is but one thing for thee
ami me And turning his eyes to mine he

a quick gesture toward the water
motion I thought was unobserved by

leglri list I was wrong in my surmise
Has it come to this then she ejacu-

lated with tuddeu terror in face and voice
fcj 1 to be left alone and et the mercy of

yonder Bexerly brother you will
suiriai sad leave me without a
Donald Thomdyke she con
terror giving place to an un
royal in its effect you have

not to desert me Are you nerveless
matf say I know you too well I a k-

r she faltered with a bend of

aa wrong Bettor give back to the AJ-

aTahtj direct the life He gave you rather
4hasi have those yonder if enemies they

the giving into their Merciless hands
in I let the woman in me speak

Your hsaiem is greater than mine
Jhli with thicdM placed both hands to her

ad sobbed alowd
ed m silence to this outburst with

shift i emotions These vrns no an-

te make The blaekneas of the last
ther and settle itsei over

been on the brink o
the thrmh of caste t lioncrsn-

da and to MC the pri matched
at this late hour b
lee The softness of the air the
ing light h silky iilinjr ca tha-

bove us alt the lively rke of the
fcttddcBly changed fren onTrat-

r to a hide us grin cf irony and malice
jut a woi i i return I the

of the xvlije with r vVk heart-
y heM n neclin3 h arse 13 a

t to our tpetd io comfort
bcron i y ortr M rl i lain

provHMt in real I rn ran I
ever hl is ih rh he it

r bitter i vliii lookii aarcly intoto
e of del-

licr did Air s go to hi ters rescue
Jhft u7h to t 4 aather i aI ini rt

t tutore hi stood apt only ssyis-
ti giri cbmg lee PS i There

li a od U Heaven and rlnit uust be
tt he
If however I had remained ient it

H Incause I was stunned for though my
o us dmi rjy brain v is active
h There was one chance in a million

that our pursuer was rot the Sprite or
V B one of the British fleet If so well

Ii not 1 would c II myself at such a price
that there wooU I but little triumph for
tLe over oqr rtag Turning at last to
Am I said

Caiil it be made certain that we he lost
to oae another I shall bold my life as dearly
t ever The mere capture of tbe chooner

unless that fellow astern be the Sprite
Med nut bring despair We will run as long
it m we can and then fight after that the
Mlkm of etch lies with his own conscience
A for I shall not be hanged from a
British prison but I swear again that while

or yo r sister live and I can lift an arm
for either I will still cling to tbe breath
aa given cae If becomicg powerless I
choose to cheat the rope I will but he like
Baay a captain who goes down with his

I take it twould be no common sui
for m

fcred4f I said naught to mean the eowary-
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Tight we will so as
powder and shot hold out Quaker or no
Quaker We be scant of the first though
I would to Heaven a sudden darkness like
that which fen on Calvary would settle on
i now We might then take to the dingy
astern and sneak for the Long Island shore

He had hardly spoken when
flapped and the wind which had been rap
idly growing lighter almost went out I
eat my eye on the following schooner and
mw with some satisfaction that she too
had lost the breeze she had been carrying
with her for no longer did she heel to its
pressure and I thought no longer were lier
sails bellying but like ours hang in folds
ouly occasionally rounded by the dying
puffs By this she had drawn to within a
couple of miles of us and was still coming
on Under our stern there was barely a
wake so slowly we moved the froth from
our bends and rudder having given place to
IN oQy flatness filled with tiny eddies
through which the boat we still towed slow-
ly dragged its way Now there was a yellow
haze on all the horizon that told of the
waning day but the suns broad light still
lay over the ocean and it would be hours
ere darkness could furnish us shelter By
then our fate would be known

CHAPTER XIX
TEE CAPTURE OF THE SCHOONER-

I wondered mightily that they had not
fired at us but the solution of the riddle
came to me when I remembered that the
Sprite had but one powerful gun forward
arid hitherto she had not been in a position
to it on us without blowing away her
own forward rigging Her silence thus con-
firmed my fears a to the identity of the ves
svi nor were we long in doubt as to the
malevolence of her purpose Still she glided
toward us wafted as is a feather over a
smooth pond while we rolled to the long
reach of the surges without more way than
would take fathom in a minute

For all the deadness of the Phantom I
still stuck to the wheel that sire might not
round into the wind Ames and his sister
sad gone below to reload the firearms and

our ammunition when just as the last
pap of wind went out and the shivering
sails set the reeling points beating the can
vat with a musical ripple the enemy slewed
a couple of points to the south and a

white smoke broke from her bow Plain-
ly as day I marked the shot as it struck tiie
water and in great leaps came skipping
toward us It passed us well astern lor
with the fall of the wind we had swung into
the trough of the sea and the Phantom was
tow parallel to her pusurer the latter lying
off our starboard quarter

There she miht remain and using us as
a target sink us at her leisure though I had
little fear of this action on her part as the
British policy was ever to capture

that could be of use only destroying
that which they could not carry away-

I watched the flight of the ball until the
spouts sent aloft as it struck the sea became
smaller and the missile sunk in the distance
It was a command to come into the wind
and show our colors and hoping though
without reason to defer to the last the fall
ot the bolt I descended into the cabin and
fumbled through the flag locker for the
Union Jack I had the ensign in my hand

hen the girl looked up from her work and
prickly asked

Are you to make a last stand under
that Xay then Donald she said with
aa appeal in her voice and for the first
time giving me my first name alone unless
t hope to IIi joodaadmljby-

UM sight of that bontmg twere a weak
to do You say you win fight then

figfet under your own colors It will make
no difference ia the end And with this
she bent to the locker picked up the en
sign of the colonies and holding it out
dragged from my hand the red flag of the
enemy It was a noble act and worthy of
the spirit which had been equal to bearding
Clinton in his own quarters It put into me
the stimulus I needed Without a word I
turned and bounded up the companion and
in a moment the stars and stripes were
hanging at the main peak barely unfolded
by the zephyr that was still playing aloft

It was a plain defiance and met with a
ready answer The bunting had been aloft
no longer than was necessary for those on
the distant vessel to linn made it out with-
a glass when again came a spurt of smoke
and another ball leaped toward us It was a
wellaimed shot and hsd the gun been
trained a trifle more to the right it would
kuve ended matters on the instant As it
was the ball dipped dose to our stern and
bi eath the trailing dingy There was a
swirl of spouting foam a tearing crash and
the little boat leaped into the air amid a
shower of splinters spun over and over like
a top and then settled keel upward with
a cleancut hole yawning in her bottom-

I oould almost hear the shout of triumph
that undoubtedly took place on the enemys
ieck as the result of this piece of marks
ranship but in the end had they but
known it they were whetting the tigers
tcth instead of pulling them Hardly had
the smoke thinned from the shot when
irom under the cloud I marked a boat put
r i3 away There was little need of a glass

teil me it was filled with a boarding
j rty and that the drama was rapidly near
iij its close With the ftw minutes eft for
piYjration we made vhtarmsr-
i had on deck and while yet the yellow

ish of the oars was our arrange
ttnts were completed For defense we had
iwr rifles four pistols three cutlasses and
my rapier though the latter and one of the
itis ci being no use were left in the
alii Tb lady was tk tharpe of the

i utunition and reload the firearms as
for though her brother and myself

begged and conmandcd her to
i

remain-
ibtiow L hail for the tiNt time drawn for

r f her own line of action by simply
her head end following us to the

deck h was white a chalk as she tood
d watched the near approach of the boat

Irtit I tr l swear that her fear if fear it was
was not for herself

Just before the enemy drew into rifle
shot I went forward and opened the fore-
castle slide calling both prisoners to come
up for I had a mild that I might use them
to make a show cf numbers on our deck
Rut in return I received a volley of curses
crlr and as I had no time to try discipline-
I shut and again fastened the hatch rejoin-
ing the others aft

Even at this stage I was possessed with the
indom hope that we might drire off the ap
preaching boat and if they were short-
handed aboard a condition not unlikely
end failed to cripple us rath their long gun
something might happen in the way of wind
from another quarter or the coming dark
ness to enable us to escape The hope how-
ever was not enough to give life to my
spirits to make it worth the telling to my
companions I had put my past behind me
rtrver hopirg to reap what I hd sewed ant
with set teeth awaited with little fear end
kr doubt for the result of the coming hour

Annrs lay along the deck with his rifle
over the counter the girl sat in the com-
panion door ready to reload the arms as they
were pasted to her and I looking for the
proper moment to open fire stood in plain
eight above the taffrafl

Slowly they came on until I could count
tea men and an offieJr and as I marked
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easy range I told Ames to let them have it
The crack of his rifle was yet in my ears as
I saw the bowman pitch forward his oar
slipping from his hand into the sea There
was a slight commotion aboard and the
boats progress ceased but it was only to
recover the lost oar and then on they came
again Resting my gun over the rail I
calculated the roll of the schooner and in my
turn fired This shot told as well as the
first A man in the waist sprang to his
feet beat the air with his hands for an in-

stant and then toppled over the side bang-
ing half in and half out of water as limp as
a bag of salt At this there was more
delay and by the time they were again
well under way both rifles had been

and as yet there had been no call
for the services of Miss King

Let them come nearer said I and
then give them both barrels at once and
after that the pistols There was a grim
determination in the way their oars flashed
now and as they came to within 200 feet
ire both by this time under the shelter of
the rail fired on the count of three

Through the smoke that drifted on us I
saw the officer sink back in his seat and the
rowing cease then there came a yell from
the boat and two muskets were discharged-
at u but without effect What fools they
were to delay for I had reloaded before the
first motion had been made to continue the
course But to my amazement it vas for
only a moment they held on their way As
I fired again apparently without hitting 1
saw the boats head slew about and then
trey quickly hauled off and started to

to the distant schoone-
rIt was so far a triumph Out of ten men

we had disabled and perhaps killed three at
least one being an officer Why they had
fled still numbering enough to have van-
quished us could only be accounted for by

supposition that they knew naught of
our weakness and feared the plain showing
of our colors was but a sign of strength and
fearlessness if not a lure beckoning them
to ruin I had not dreamed of such an
easy conquest and for the while it was all
I could do to restrain the extravagance
ray feelings I turned to Miss King Her
pallor had given way and left two bright
spots of excitement which glowed on her
cheeks and matched well the brilliant
sparkle of her eye She was trembling with
suppressed emotion and as I held out my
hand to her in unspoken congratulation she
took it and lifting to her lips my grimy
Fngers rose without a word and hurried
forward

The impulsive spirit of her brother
showed itself in the cry he gave as with half
a sob and half a laugh he danced about the
deck and then threw himself into my arms
breaking therefrom shaking his fist at the
retreating boat and in might unQuaker

though in Quaker style damned the
British high and low afloat and ashore

A curse on thee thee whitelivered
scarletbacked cowards he shouted at the
endS To let two men and a girl drive thee
Oh by the Lord God above me the battle
is not with theetrong Donald Donald
niark thee well I tell thee we will yet best
them though they send the whole ships
compairy We will rise from the depths
Thy hand and head have so far shown the
way Thee will yet prevail

I was well aware that this exuberance was
hut the reaction following strain I felt the
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We both fired on the count of three

relief myself but knew despite the fact that
we were so far safe the repulse would prove
but a respite The lump that had risen to
my throat when 1 saw that the enemy was
beaten off still held me speechless but it
passed presently as did also the wildnesi
of the youth and erelong we were speculat-
ing as to the next probable move of the dis
cjtnfited redcoats It was true that I had
realised the first part of my secret hope of
overcoming the boat but on scanning the
horizon there was no sign of a rescuing
wind though I thcught the south held some
promise of a later breeze There was naught
to do but stand at bay and await the issue

Nor did we await it for long The sun was
eliding rapidly to the edge of the sea being
but an hour high itt path lying in a line
with the now thoroughly becalmed schooner
off our quarter its glare throwing dazzling
athway betwixt the two vessels It

than likely they scented the ad
vantage given them by their present posi-
tion for not long after the return of the
first expedition against us 1 saw three boats
leave their side and proceed along the tracb
ol blindmg glitter

To aim into this eyewatering brilliancy
with any but a mere chance of hitting a
mark was an impossibility but with the old
determination to face the worst Ames and-
I repaired to our posts thcugh the girl still

I lingered
I

forwar-
dI I saw the usclessncas of protracted

I let her bide away knowing that at
he bow she would be dear of flying bullet

when the boats should come near enough to
r turn our fire llow the attack was planned
wag at once apparent for to cover the onset
of the boarders the schooner again opened
on us with its forward piece In evident

of striking their own men they aban-
doned their former manner of ricochetting
the ball across the water and instead drove
point blank at us Although we lay a plain
target and their schooner like the Phan-
tom was at rest the first shot flew wide of
us the second passed somewhere aloft yet
so near that I heard the horrible humming
of the ball and the third To this day
they know not all they did nor for the
matter of that did I at the time

had let the boats come near that we
might shoot with effect and I had fired and
was about to pass the rifle to Gertrude who
in my excitement I fancied had by this time
returned to the companion when to mj
astonishment I saw she was not behind me
There was no time for protracted search-

i tot as I sprang from the cabin where I had
gone to look for her I heard her brother
discharge two pistols in quick succession and
saw a boat sweep under our counter In an
instant it had hooked on to our starboard
channels With a round oath Ames seizei

i the two remaining pistols and poured their
contents into it with scarce a chance o
missing while I rushed to his sid aij
lifting the heavy hatch cover from the cabu
against whioh it had been leaning hurled it
on to the heads of the packed mass below

Beyond the fact thut no man boarded the
schooner at this point what execution was
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made by the broad and bulky timber never
knew for at that moment the third shot
from the schooner struck the foretopmast
just above the hounds In a thundering
crash down came the spar with the square
sail the outer canvas topmast fore and
back stays blocks and upper running geai
in general the broken mast smiting th
deck with the sound of an explosion

The din of the shot and the tumbling
wreck slewed me around as
been on a pivot but it was only to see that
all was lost From beneath the foresaw
boom I saw that the other boats had board-
ed us on the larboard bow and already half
a score of men were swarming over the side
Even then my thoughts went to the girl
but she was nowhere in sight Body anc
brain work quickly in times of excitement
nd thinking that possibly she had fallen

through the gaping hatch and into the hold
though time was scant I sprang for the
opening and looked down calling her by
name There came no answer neither was-
her body in sight the dull gray of the lead

meeting my eye Springing again to
I drew my cutlass and retreated to

the quarter deck where stood Ames with-
drawn steel hia back braced against the
wheel and his breath coming and going as
though from violent exertion

Tis the final stand my lad I ex-

claimed as I ranged myself by his side and
turned to face for the last time I thought
the enemy who were aow pouring ttt
Gertrude is gone I could btr rs
where

I know it he panted The games up
I Ejarked her when she

i lost the rest for at that instant an off-
icer whom I at once recognised came run-
ning up followed by half a dozen marines
As ho caught sight of me he halted and
eyeing me with profound astonishment sud
dttiily broke out

Good God tis Touch not
that man on your lives he shouted

leres gcae worth a whole watch Sur-
render ye rebel Throw down your arms
and surrender Cant you see you are

You doubly damned spy the rope
have its own By Saint George but

this is luck
Surrender to ye Lieut Belden I

vociferated in turn By the Lord no
Ctomfe and take me if ye can but twin not be
alive Your rope is not for me nor will the
colors aloft be struck while I stand on this
deck I have given over this world and
far neither ye nor the pink shrimps at your
lytck Come now and dutch

If I was strong as two men before I felt
the strength of ten within me as I spoke
tIle swath I would have mowed through
that press would have brought the bullet I
invited but there was no advance True
the crowd showed a tendency to rush in as
I thus defied them and several muskets
were leveled at us but Belden nipped the
act by waving his sword and threatening
nunishsnent to the first man who fired i gun
or advanced without orders

It was plain that to him the prize was a
tremendous one nor would he have the
glory of defeating me dimmed by my death
and to this ambition to take me alive and
J3 e hanged was doubtless due my final
isafety

TO BB CONTINUED

KNEW THE MEANING

TVIiat Emancipation Meant to
f iv Peasants on

Bslutes

One evening our village priest isjjma
pennant Anton Sv-

Kofi reading a book of psalms He
as reading a psalm of which each verse
began with the word Rejoice

What re you reading he was
aclfod

Well father I will tell you was
the reply Fourteen years ago tbe
old prince came here It was in the
jwiiiter I had just returned home al
mast frozen A was raging-
I had just begun undressing when we
Heard a knock window it was
tkq elder who was shouting Go to
the prince he wants you

We all my wife and our children
were thunderstruck I signed myself
with the cross and went the

was blinding me as I crossed the
bridge

Well it ended all right The tii
prince taking his afternoon sleGfc
and when he woke ip he asked me if I
knew plastering wcrk asd 3
me Come tomorrow to repair the
plaster in that room So I went home
quite happy and when I came to that
bridge 1 found my wife standing there
She hud stood there all the time with
tbe baby in libraries in the fmowatorm
wilting for me That was ather un

tbe old prince
And now the joung prince came

the other day I went to see him
ami found him in the garden at tire
tuft table in the shadow of the house
3rOU father sat with him and the elder
of the canton with his mayors chain
upon his breast Win you have ten
8veUer he aeks me take a cbfr
Peter Giigrorieff he that ir the
old oae giTH one more chair

And Peter Grigorieff you know
what a teri r for us he was wizen he
was the manager of the old prince
brought the chair ard we all sot round
tbe tea table talking and lie
onS tea for all of us

now father the evening is
beautiful the balm corns from the
prairies and I sit and read Eejoien
Rejoice

This is what the ab lition of serfdom
mjMint for the peasants Prince Kra
potkint in Atlantic

Chinner Ernestine my darl-
ing do you expect Constant tonight

Ernestine Of courae mamma Why
do you inquire

Mrs Chinner If he aslw you to mar-
ry him tell him to c 5me and speak

Ernestine And if he doesnt ask
me

Mrs him I am coming-
to speak to him Bnoldjn Life

The TrozCnli
dont kacir why but

Smith has an inbred hu ed of mon
oC pearl

Bocker Why didnt ycr wife cr
you his wifes Date u Pearl

Brooklyn Life

bere Brouie ci yen tcl Bor-
rows that I wouldnt s off witha red
hot stove

Yes I ltd Im wOUaia
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